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Fire Season – 2009: Just Around the Corner by Duane L. Whitelaw, Fire Chief 

 
As crews and equipment work in the North Tahoe Fire Protection District (NTFPD) to reduce hazardous 
fuels based on Community Wildfire Protection Plans, homeowners need to be mindful of creating their 
own defensible space. NTFPD is using its property owner approved fire suppression assessment dollars 
for defensible space inspections, tree marking and dooryard chipping. These funds are also used to in-
crease our firefighting response. Good defensible space and a rapid suppression response are critical to 
protect lives, property and Tahoe’s fragile environment.  
 
When asked what worries me most as Fire Chief, it’s preventing cata-
strophic wildfire.  Doing that starts with good preventative measures first. 
Hazardous fuels reduction on vacant land and in developed neighborhoods 
must be aggressive and with a sense of urgency. The next big challenge is 
public education of what it takes to be safe during fire season. Last year we 
mailed an evacuation and preparedness guide to every property owner. It 
included a plastic envelope and refrigerator magnet. It should be reviewed 
periodically to both get ready for a disaster AND to understand the chal-
lenges you face in an evacuation. Many neighborhoods have limited 
access. Some have only one road for both evacuation and emergency re-
sources to get to your home. Additional copies of the guide are available on 
request. 
 
There are some that have an opinion to “stay and defend” your home in the 
event of fire. This is a model Australia has used mostly successfully. This strategy was called into ques-
tion last year when many perished trying to defend their homes as huge fire fronts blocked evacuation 
routes. The California Fire Service mostly believes in the concept of “Ready, Set, Go”. It refers to getting 
“ready” with defensible space and non-combustible building materials; being “set” with an escape plan 
everyone has practiced; and “going” (evacuating) when advised by emergency services. Sound communi-
ty water systems are integral too. I endorse this model because it has shown to save lives, NTFPD’s num-
ber one priority. With every situation/emergency being different, there can be no perfect recipe but the 
principles of “Ready, Set, Go” make good common sense. 
 
We started a campaign last year to educate people about “Red Flag Warning Days”. This is a term used 
by the National Weather Service when temperature, humidity and wind speed reach a point that fires are 
difficult to stop. We post signs and red flags at all fire stations when the condition is called for. Red flags 
are placed on engines. We “staff up” on these days to hit fires hard. Daily routines are set aside and crews 
go into patrol mode. Everyone must act differently during fire season and especially on Red Flag Warning 
Days. 
 
For further information or questions about anything at NTFPD, see our website at www.ntfire.net or by 
calling 530-583-6911. The chipping program is accessible by calling 546-4347 and information about the 
forest fuels reduction programs at 546-2212.  
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Editor’s Note: NTCAA is having a public outreach meeting. Duane Whitelaw and Stew McMorrow will 
cover the Community Wildfire Protection Plan projects and grant funding received, home/evacuation 
preparedness, and the new fire station project in Tahoe City.  
 

Defensible Space Drops Off Day Scheduled - Three locations in Tahoe area 
 
Have you done your defensible space? If so, please gather up your pine needles, tree trimmings, dead 
leaves and dry grass and bring them to one of the drop-off locations. In preparation for summer and the 
upcoming fire season, Placer County is working with Tahoe Truckee Sierra Disposal and North Tahoe 
Fire Protection District to provide residents with a free defensible space drop-off day. That day will be, 
Sat., June 6, 2009, from 7:30 am to 2 pm.  There will be three locations throughout the North Lake Tahoe 
region:  
 
        * Cross Country Center, Tahoe City, 925 Country Club Drive 
        * Homewood South Lodge (Tahoe Ski Bowl) 
        * North Tahoe Regional Park (Snow Park area) 
 
Acceptable items include natural wood debris material only, such as tree limbs and brush, dry grass and 
dead leaves, pine needles, and yard trimmings (please try to group items as listed here). Unacceptable 
items include garbage, hot ashes, stumps, dirt, rocks, nails and construction debris.  
 

There is a limit of three yards of green waste per vehicle per trip, 
which are approximately 20 bags of material. For more information 
please call 530-546-2212.  
 
All sites will be monitored by TTSD personnel; customers will be re-
sponsible for unloading material as directed by TTSD personnel; the 
event ends promptly at 2 pm; no material should be left at site after the 
event has ended; and remember to tarp your load and drive safely. Lin-
ing trucks with a tarp prior to loading material will make for easier of-
floading. 

 

Milfoil in Lake Tahoe 

 
This is a photo of the Eurasian Milfoil invasion in Emerald Bay taken 
this spring.  Milfoil is also in Secret Harbor and Brockway and proba-
bly many other places. Milfoil has choked the Midwest lakes. What is 
TRPA proposing as a solution? 

 

TRPA’s Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) 

 
In a recent article by TRPA’s new Executive Director, Joanne Marchetta posed the question of how we 
would pay the $2.5 billion for the agency’s list of projects that constitute the EIP.  The key rationale is 
that the EIP projects represent environmental improvements necessary to “protect, preserve, and enhance 
the Lake Tahoe Basin.”  
 
On closer inspection many EIP projects listed have nothing to do with water quality improvements.  Ac-
cording to TRPA, the 1997 Lake Tahoe Presidential Forum “renewed commitment to restore the Lake’s 
ecosystem” and resulted in $1.1 billion of capital investment through 2006.  This period coincided with 
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the economic bubble that has now collapsed, and TRPA’s price tag has more than doubled.  California’s 
contribution was $446 million (40%), but how likely is California to come up with $1 billion in the next 
ten years?  
 
The EIP project list is currently being “updated” by the TRPA staff behind 
“closed doors”.  This process needs to be more transparent and examined 
much more thoroughly by the public.  All projects need to be scrutinized care-
fully with sufficient detail of cost and benefit.  The project list must be priori-
tized with water quality improvements at the top, and further prioritization 
based on actual fine sediment reduction per dollar spent.   
 
The most common criticism of the EIP Projects list is that it represents a “wish list” of numerous gov-
ernment agencies having various jurisdictions and special interests around the Lake.  During the econom-
ic boom of the last ten years there was little necessity for discipline by these agencies, but circumstances 
have radically shifted.  The public still expects water quality improvements be done intelligently, and has 
little toleration for political projects with questionable value to improving water quality.   
 
NTCAA will continue to watch this closely.     
 

Boulder Bay – Crystal Bay 

 

Boulder Bay is pressing forward to secure the necessary approvals for the proposed project.  The TRPA is 
scheduled to release the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) early in July, 2009. 
 
Once the Draft EIS is released, the Public will have a short time to respond - perhaps as little as 30 days.  
Because of the size and complexity of the project, TRPA should extend this period. The EIS is the prima-
ry means for identifying and addressing significant impacts, such as effects on infrastructure, traffic, 
noise, water quality, air quality, wildlife, socioeconomic factors, cultural resources and scenic thresholds.  
Careful review and analysis of the EIS is crucial to ensure that impacts are appropriately considered.  
 
In the Sierra Sun of May 19, “Boulder Bay project officials announced new plans that eliminate time-
shares, reduce the average size of the condominiums and reduce the maximum height of the project by 
nine feet. The removal of the timeshares is a direct result of community input and a result of talking to 
local Realtors and business owners. In 2008 Boulder Bay proposed 270 to 300 hotel rooms, 20 to 40 
timeshares and 50 to 60 condominiums. Boulder Bay’s latest preferred project includes 300 hotel rooms, 
59 condominiums and no timeshares.” 
 
The Sierra Sun goes on “The new details also show a decrease in retail and dining space, decrease in 
meeting and spa space and an increase in the area for a public park, which comes from a decrease build-
ing space used for timeshares. The increase in public park space also comes with the creation of a park 
across the street on top of a storm water detention treatment center.” 
 
Boulder Bay’s proposal contemplates a large and dense complex of buildings covering most of the Bilt-
more and Mariner sites.  The project as originally proposed would: 1) increase onsite population by a fac-
tor of 4 to 5 (estimated population would be 2448), 2) produce 875,000 sq. ft. of build-out (current struc-
tures cover 120,000 sq. ft.), 3) construct 11 buildings ranging in height from 57 to 89 ft. (currently there is 
one structure 75 ft. high and 6 buildings two story or less), and 4) erect portions of two hotels and 32 con-
dos on the Mariner site, where currently only three single family residences are allowed. Even with the 
announced reduction and alternate configuration, Boulder Bay is still too tall and dense.  
 
There seems to be a concerted effort toward “urbanization” of North Lake Tahoe.  The local nonprofit 
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community organization, North Tahoe Preservation Alliance, is working with the League to Save Lake 
Tahoe and the Sierra Club to oppose over-development, so the ecology of  Lake Tahoe and the scale and  
character of our community are not sacrificed for this development. 
 

Upcoming Events/Key Dates 

 
Agendas for TRPA Governing Board and APC, and also Placer County BOS are not available until a few 
days before the meeting. Therefore, it is difficult to provide a meaningful emphasis to the meetings. Other 
meetings/events not shown here, or changes, will be announced by email. 
 

 
TRPA – Tahoe Regional Planning Agency   APC – Advisory Planning Commission 
NLTRA – North Lake Tahoe Resort Association  NTPUD – North Tahoe Public Utility District 
TCPUD – Tahoe City Public Utility District   NTFPD – North Tahoe Fire Protection District 
NTEC – North Tahoe Event Center (NTCC)   NTRAC- North Tahoe Regional Advisory Council 
BOS – Placer County Board of Supervisors 

“The views of the governed are often materially different from those who govern.”               
Alexander Hamilton 

 
June, 3, Wednesday  NLTRA Board Meeting  8:30 am, TCPUD Board Room 
 
June 9, Tuesday   Placer County BOS  8:30 am, Auburn 
 
June 9, Tuesday   NTPUD Board Meeting  10 am, NTEC, Kings Beach 
 
June 10, Wednesday  TRPA APC Meeting  9:30 am, TRPA Stateline Office 
 
June 11, Thursday  NTRAC Meeting   6 pm, TCPUD Board Room 
 
June 17, Wednesday  NTFPD Board Meeting  6 pm, TCPUD Board Room 
 
June 18, Thursday  Tahoe City Car Show  6 pm, Tahoe City 
 
June 19, Friday   TCPUD Board Meeting  8:30 am, TCPUD Board Room 
 
June 23, Tuesday   Placer County BOS  8:30 am, Auburn 
 

June 23, Tuesday  NTCAA Fire Prevention Mtg 6 pm, NTEC Kings Beach 

 
June 24, Wednesday  TRPA Governing Board  9:30 am, TRPA Stateline Office 
 
July 1, Wednesday  NLTRA Board Meeting  8:30 am, TCPUD Board Room 
 
July 8, Wednesday  TRPA APC Meeting  9:30 am, TRPA Stateline Office 
 
July 9, Thursday   NTRAC Meeting   6 pm, NTEC Kings Beach 
 
July 14, Tuesday   NTPUD Board Meeting  10 am, NTEC Kings Beach 
 
July 15, Wednesday  NTFPD Board Meetint  6 pm, TCPUD Board Room 


